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woman's first pregnancy. But the ceremony Is dispensed
with In the case of a remarried widow, even If she become
pregnant for the first time. In most parts of the country It
is a rite almost entirely restricted to the females ; males
seldom take part In it.

In Nasirabad and Nushki, the women of the family set up
a dc*u or godling on the preceding night. This consists of
a wooden vessel of the shape of a ktlsa (grain measure).
Two measures of wheat and a measure of rice, sin earthen
pot (g/iara), :| seer of ^v/r, a mortar, a pcstfe, and an ear-
then lamp lighted, are placed close lo a wall. Next morning
the rice is put in the ghara, and the g/uzra is placed over a
fire. It Is believed that the rice on three sides only of the
ghara is cooked. The cooked rice is distributed among the
kinsfolk. The wheat is ground into Hour, ;md baked into
bhusri (sweet cake). When the bhusr/ is ready, the ends
of skirts of wife and husband are knotted together and
they are seated on two wooden plates (pfttris). Oil is
brought in a cup ; first a virgin girl, and then a Brahman
dip the tips of their forefingers in the oil and anoint with
it the forehead of the husband and the forehead and back
of the wife.

In other parts of the country the ceremony is more
simple. Kinswomen assemble ; the family priest performs
the naograhpuja l (worship of the nine planets), and obtains
his fee ; and sira (hafava), boiled rice, mung dCtl orjuiiri, arc
distributed among the kinsfolk. In Las Bcla, the Hindus
perform a second ceremony in the beginning of the 9th

J The nao grah are the suryd or ravi (sun), chandra or svmii
(moon), mangala (Mars), budha (Mercury), vrihaspati (Jupiter), su&rii
(Wmus), sanl* (Saturn), rahS. (ascending node) and kctil (descending
node). The days of the week are named after the first seven of ihese:
ravT-v$ra (Sunday), somd-vtlra. (Monday), Jlfangala-viirtl (Tuesday J,
budha-vrira (Wednesday), isrihaspat-'vara (Thursday), sukrii-vtirti (Fri-
day) and sanl-vara-(Saturday). Each of the grdhs is represented by a
particular image, and it is believed that persons bqrn under the influ-
ence of each of them possess peculiar characteristics, and their desti-
nies are governed by the grahs.